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Playing with  the Pros

What's the most important life lesson a design student can learn? You could
make a case for highly conceptual theories about inspiration or creative
flow. But what students at the Rochester Institute of Technology experience
in a senior seminar called Metaproject is a dose of market reality: It’s not
always about big ideas, but about how you meet a need.

Every vear, Professor Josh Owen, who chairs RIT’s industrial design
department, invites a manufacturer to share a specific challenge it’s facing
in an upcoming product line. For Umbra, the Toronto-based housewares
company that worked with Owen’s students this year, the problem was
“designing for small spaces.” Once the objective is assigned, students immerse
themselves in the company’s previous design collections, studying every-
thing from aesthetics to viable price points. Then they spend their semester
crafting prototypes that can fit stylishly and seamlessly into the firm’s

next line. “We’re not just making stuff,” says Owen. “We want to add value.”

At the end of each Metaproject—and there have been seven so far—
partnering companies sponsor a booth at ICFF each spring. There, students
play the part of freelance designers and talk up their products to passersby.
For some students, like Afifi Ishak, who created a dodecahedron sticky-
note memo ball for Poppin during last year’s Metaproject, the whole
experience turns into something even more exciting than a life lesson:

his first product on the market.

By Audrey Gray
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Stmlent: Brian Cussck
Project: Saddiehag Organirer

Urnbea challanged RIT saniors o dosign
far micro-lving, and Cusack tappad

his exparionce a5 a sludent bo créate an
accent piece fit for a small donm recm
or apartment. His adjustablo saddicbag
organizer can be layened over dosks,
tabbes, or aven doors, creating axtra
storage capacity i unlikely spaces.

s
Student: Pauline Driama
Project: Power Buckot

Bugt a litthe biggres than & coffes mig

and taperad bo fitinto a standard cup-
helder, Dziama’s “charging vessel”

is a portable solution to a bane of madem
asistence: cord management. Designad
for use on a desk or during a car comenute,
the power buckef is both a charging port
and a cord cacddy,

05
Stwdent: Chrstopher Groves
Froject: Rocket

Growes went after one of the most clut
tered spacos in any dwelling, the bath
reom vanity, Ho says his portable “rocket™
stand *fits in wherever it is needed to
hodd toothbeushes, towels, toilet papser,
and maore.” The oval shahing in the stand
peovides adjustabla heights as well.

02
Student: Tadhg Duffy
Project: Papup Rooen Divider

Dufly was ablo to identify and satisty
 hugn noed in small reems: privacy. His
Popup Room Devider uses the same
maberiats ag expandable photo reflectors,
with a compach, retractable stand

for stability. Suddenty, omne small room
becomas two, he says, “whenover

the moged strikes.”

(]
Student: Jon Fratti
Project: PopSholf

Urribea VP of dosign Matt Care says

thea Birrn's beand guidilines ane “modenm,
original, functional, affordable, and
casual.* He likes how Fratti hit as many
of those goats as ha could in this shedf
design, netable for its sound-absorbing
face, which helps reduce noise pollu-
tion in small spaces. Frabti gave his litthe
shiolf bothi interior ard exterior stomge
pertontial, maximizing the utikty of overy
avadable surface,

5
Student: Vincent Lin
Project: Buoyancy

Umbea's Matt Carr chose this prototype
by Lim for the company’s 308 kifchen
colloction, "Hewas really investigating the
aroa batwoen the kitchen counter and

the space under your cabinal,” siys Carr.
“Hix carni up with a paper Lowel holder
that went horizantal. He slovated it and
purt & nico dish undermaath it. W think

it's roally groat.”
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Student: Afifi lshak
Project: Sticky Memo Ball

Ishak, a student from Malaysia ard

the creator of this 12-sided sticky-note
ball that will retad tor 12 this autumn,
said b was astoundod when Popgin
oiffared him a design fee. “18 buy az
arry as | Gan for iy famity and friends,”
b sys. "My First product! Fm goirg

o have it on pormanant display.”
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Student: Emsly Moore
Project: Task Chair Overhanger

Mo more hanging your coat, scarf, or hat
precancusly over the side of a cubicle wall.
Maoore wanted to provede a litthe mons
security for office workors, so she designod
this bright chair accessory to make use of
oft-averdooked space. She also liked the
iea of decluttering foot space by keeping
bags and backpacks off the floor.

o3
Student: Voronica Lin
Project: Fool Pebble

This pratedype by Lin was her inferprata:
tion of Poppin’s “Work Happy”™ tagline.
Shr calls hae argonomic foot elovator a
wiky to-engage in “a playfil and vorsatile
clianloxgun swith the rest of your body
wilhout disnspting Uhe work fowe” kol
Miller, Pappin's VP of design, says

that ho loved soeing how imventivo RIT
studants could be. "As you get ckder,

s ot bertter,” aaye Miller, “But you don't
wiplare &k miuch.”

L7}
Suudent: Mick Basiholomew
Project: Waver Bashat

Wha says a fruit bowl can't rock, fiy, or
harg aut on a wall? Bartholomew says
his kitchen design for Umbra is meant to
eloar off soma counter space and add

& Bt whimsy to everyday living. Umbra's
VP of dosign koved it “Students are naive
in 2 good way,” says Care, “Thay'na totally
willing to take risks bocauss thy v never
boet bafora, They'ne in & swsst Spol.”

(]
Student: Stopharse Saucler
Project: Poppin Power

RIT students made a caneful study of
Paoppin's office acoossory collection before
thay began dosigning, and Saucier saw
an cpporunity to create an add-on fora
enlorful desk tray already on the market.
B turnesd the tray irbo a small power
tower, adding a winsd base with a gap for
cord storage. “Those pHeces work cohe
sivaly to create ona unit that provides
[N, COEANLZALRON, Af] CORBNIBNGS,”
Al Baucior.
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Student: Maowell Whitehead
Project: Adjustable Deskiop Divider

The open secret about open workspaces,
which are 5o popular right row, is that
mary peophydon't actually ke them. Tho
noise, the distractions, and the lack of
privacy can all take a toll on productivity.
‘Whitehead desigred this mini-fort prato-
type for Poppin, hoping, he says, to create
“a visual indicator to follow employeos,
signaling whon somoona s available for
collxboration of wishes to be left slone.”

Stwdent: Trigtan Cannan
Project: Booster Desk

Cannan calls his Booster Desk proto-
type “a reaction to the ovorsights of
the standing desk revolution,” noting
that elisctronic moving desks an
cost-prohibitive for mary people and
mechanical desks can be cumbiersama.
Tha design student opted for sase

and affordabdity in his transitional
peoedisct for this Maotaprogect collakbo-
ration with Poppin,

i
Student: Linghua Zhy
Project: Fhone Docking Station

Qnear mone mobile phones ane the
whbigquitous guoests on eveny desk these
days, and Zhu thought sho could improve
thoir presence. *| created a dosign that
comibines a pen holder with a call phone
holder” she says. “The leaning angles

of the project. .. creates encugh space
for the charging cable to go throwgh.”
Har peototypa also places phones inan
upright position so workors can gquackly
SEAR ineOMming mosiages without hav-
gy b pick up hisir denice and got bast
in a rabbit hole of distractions.

[
Student; Joff Bruha
Project: Pail

Faed compasting is often a challonge

in urban spaces, Who wants to add
ancther waste container to-an alroady tiny
kitcher? And mane mnportamly, who wants
Lo dhesatl with the smell? Bruha attacked
baoth these challenges with his slendor
compast collocting containor design. “Its
charcoal filbor ensuras that odars are
contxinad,” he says. “Your kitchen remaing
chian and comfortabie”

08
Student: Elzaboth Talamo

Project: Cable Hideaway 2.0

Popgpin's Joff Miller told RIT students
that he looks far “as much reduction
as possible,” and Talamo toeok that
diractive ti heart. Sha dosignod a
cord-s1orage uril Uhal fits between and
undir twa dosks, allowing employees
to plug in their laptops in the slookest
way possible, all without tanging

up thair foat in cablo spaghaetti.
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